
 

YEAR 1/2  Calculating strand: MULTIPLICATION  
Y1 Vocabulary  Y2 Vocabulary Y1 Key Questions Y2 Key Questions 

Ones, groups, lots of, doubling, repeated 

addition 

groups of, lots of, times, columns, rows, longer, 

bigger, higher etc, times as (big, long, wide 

…etc)  

multiple, multiplication array, 

multiplication tables / facts 

groups of, lots of, times, columns, 

rows 

 

Why is an even number an even 

number? 

What do you notice? 

What’s the same?  

What’s different? 

Can you convince me? 

How do you know? 

What do you notice? 

What’s the same? What’s different? 

Can you convince me? 

How do you know? 

 

Example Questions 

Basic Advancing Deep 

Use …and … in a number sentence. 
 
Illustrate the problem 

 
Memorise the multiplication facts for the … times table 
 
Match the answers to the number problems 

 
Tell a friend how you solved the problem 

Compare which method you prefer to use 
 
Identify patterns in the number sentences 

 
Modify the numbers to change the answer 
 
Organise the numbers into a number 

sentence. 
 
 
 

Prove how you know the answer is… 
 
Investigate how many different ways you can make 

…using multiplication. 
 
Explain your method 

 
Create two multiplication number sentences from 

the given numbers. 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 multiplied 
twice 

2 x 4 
 

2 multiplied 4 
times 



 
 

YEAR 3/4  Calculating strand: MULTIPLICATION  
Y3 Vocabulary  Y4 Vocabulary Y3 Key Questions Y4 Key Questions 

partition 

grid method  

inverse  

 

Factor 
 

What do you notice? 

What’s the same?  

What’s different? 

Can you convince me? 

How do you know? 

What do you notice? 

What’s the same?  

What’s different? 

Can you convince me? 

How do you know? 

Example Questions 
Basic Advancing Deep 

Arrange your multiplication calculation in a different order 

 
Use a different multiplication method to solve the calculation. 

 
Describe your method of multiplication to a partner. 

 
Tell a friend how you solved the problem 

 
 

Organise your calculation as a written 

method. 
 
Explain your method 

 
Estimate the answer 
 
Compare two written methods and explain 

which one is your preferred method. 
 
Apply your written method to solve. 

Prove you are correct 

 
Create a word problem 

 
Create a help sheet to explain the written method that you have 

used. 
 
Investigate the total journey time/distance if travelled each day 

for x amount of days. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

YEAR 5/6  Calculating strand: MULTIPLICATION  
Y5 Vocabulary  Y6 Vocabulary Y5 Key Questions Y6 Key Questions 

cube numbers, prime numbers 

square numbers, common factors prime number, 

prime factors, composite numbers 

See previous years 

common factor 

What do you notice?  

What’s the same?  

What’s different? 

Can you convince me?  

How do you know? 

How do you know this is a prime 

number? 

What do you notice? 

What’s the same?  

What’s different? 

Can you convince me? 

How do you know? 

Example Questions 
Basic Advancing Deep 

Use column multiplication to multiply … and … 

 
List all the different vocabulary for multiplication. 
 
Tell me the method you have used to find the total  

 
 

Predict if a x b would total an odd or an even 

number. 
 
Estimate the answer to ..., work out the answer 

to check your estimation. 
 
Explain your method. 
 
Organise your calculation 

Create your own word problem. 

 
Design your own recipe for one meal then scale it up for 4 
people. 
 
Investigate multiple distances travelled on a map. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bar modelling and number lines can support 

learners when solving problems with 

multiplication alongside formal written methods.  
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ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR MULTIPLICATION 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 


